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Chapter 16

The city walls of Eryx and the sociopolitical 
conflicts in western Sicily before the Roman 

conquest

Salvatore De Vincenzo

I dati restituiti dallo scavo alle mura di Erice hanno evidenziato come questa città costituisca un 
significativo caso studio per l’analisi di numerosi eventi politici e militari, che hanno interessato 
la Sicilia occidentale e più in generale il Mediterraneo occidentale a partire dall’età arcaica. Le 
mura di Erice di prima fase furono impostate su di un precedente insediamento, abbandonato 
all’inizio del V sec. a.C. Tale rinvenimento offre spunti interessanti per la comprensione dei 
processi insediativi dei centri indigeni del settore occidentale della Sicilia, nell’ambito dei quali 
le mutate dinamiche politiche scaturite dalla battaglia di Himera costituiscono un fattore che in 
qualche modo intensifica dei processi già iniziati a partire dalla fine del VI sec. a.C. La seconda  
fase delle mura di Erice è stata datata tra la fine del IV e la metà del III sec. a.C., durante il 
dominio cartaginese della città. Potrebbe essere plausibile ricondurre questo considerevole 
riarrangiamento delle mura a un rafforzamento della cinta muraria ericina contestuale agli 
accadimenti della prima guerra punica. Verosimilmente le mura di Erice furono danneggiate 
durante l’assedio di Pirro nel 277 a.C., a seguito del quale si resero quindi necessari tali rifaci-
menti realizzati in ‘opus quadratum’.

Western Sicily in the Archaic period: a historical introduction
Within the scope of political and economic relations and of military conflicts between 
the people of western Sicily, the Elymians, including the city of Eryx prior to the Punic 
conquest, had always played an important role (Fig. 16.1).1 Repeated attempts in the 
course of the 6th century BC by the Greek poleis in western Sicily to expand their ter-
ritories, predominantly by Selinous, have been documented.2 The written sources thus 

1   Nenci 1990; De Vido 1997; Consolo Langher 2000; Ampolo 2012.
2   �Historical sources name an attempt of Pentathlus, prior to the battle of Alalia, maybe between 

580 and 576 BC. Being supported by Selinous he tried unavailingly to establish a colony near 
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seem to support the view of a 
traditional alliance between the 
Elymians and the Phoenicians, 
as described by Thucydides, 
underlining their opposition 
against a Knidian presence in 
their territories.3 At the end of 
the 6th century BC, the expe-
dition of the Spartan prince 
Dorieus took place, which 
aimed to establish the colony 
of Heraclea in the territory of 
Eryx.4 From this 6th century 
BC conflict emerges a clear 
picture showing Greek inter-
est in the Elymian-Phoenician 
area of western Sicily. Shortly 

thereafter the first peace treaty between Rome and Carthage proves the existence 
of Elymian and Carthaginian settlements in the Punic sphere of interest in western 
Sicily.5 The treaty refers to an area of Sicily controlled by Carthage, but its extension 
remains doubtful.

A key event in establishing power balances in western Sicily can certainly be 
seen in the battle of Himera in 480 BC.6 Carthage suffered a disastrous defeat, which 
changed its ‘imperialistic’ policies and kept the Punic metropolis away from Sicily7. 
This setback has been connected to the crisis that affected many Elymian settlements 
at the beginning of the 5th century, leading in many cases to an abandonment of sites.8

On the other hand, Motya and the remaining Punic settlements demonstrate a 
period of prosperity and seem to forge their alliances and economic relations auton-
omously. In this period, the cities of western Sicily found themselves in an alliance 
with Carthage rather than being subordinated, as evidenced by processes of economic 
integration into the Hellenic world, which is discernible predominantly for the 
Elymians. The contract between Segesta and Athens guaranteeing each other philia 
and symmachia, signed shortly after 480 BC, is quite telling in this regard.9 Likewise, 

Lilybaeum, leading a group of Dorians from Cnidus and Rhodes: Thuc. 3.88.2–3; Diod. Sic. 5.9; 
Paus. 10.11.3. See also Merante 1967. Following Pausanias, who refers probably to Antiochos, 
the Cnidians went into battle against the Elymians and the Phoenicians. However, Diodorus, 
based probably on Timaeus, reports conflicts between Pentathlus, Selinous, and Segesta: Anello 
1998, 42–43.

3   Bondì 1990, 138.
4   De Vido 1989b.
5   Polyb. 3.22. Scardigli 1991, 47–87; Kleu 2010; De Vincenzo 2013.
6   Pugliese Carratelli 1989, 26–32; De Vido 1997, 246–254; De Angelis 2016, 102.
7   Lancel 1992, 153–161.
8   Vassallo 2000; Gargini 2001, 133.
9   De Vido 1997, 262–268.

Figure 16.1. Map of western Sicily (© S. De Vincenzo).
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directly after the battle of Himera, coinage in the Punic settlements set in, showing 
Greek as well as Punic legends in Motya and Palermo.10 Thus, one of the consequences 
of the battle of Himera is a turn of the Elymian and Phoenician settlements of the 
island toward the Greek world, without Carthage showing a significant reaction. This 
is confirmed by the refusal of Carthage to help Segesta in 416 when it was under 
pressure by Selinous.11

In recent years, Sicily from the archaic to the Hellenistic period has been the subject 
of numerous historiographical studies. Among these, the study of Greek colonisation 
in Sicily has also led to a renewed interest in the indigenous populations of the island 
in the archaic age and the relationship with populations of foreign extraction.12 An 
innovative socioeconomic approach to archaic Sicily has highlighted how the interest 
of the Greeks in conquering the island was not in the territory, available in abun-
dance, but in population control.13 Going beyond a Hellenistic-centric vision, contacts 
between the indigenous and foreign populations are highlighted, which appear to 
be mutually beneficial. On the basis of these considerations, even the fortifications 
assume a very different meaning for the archaic phase from that of simple defence.14 
The fortifications of Eryx are part of this theoretical discourse.

The city walls of Eryx in the Archaic period
Archaeological data on the Elymian settlements around the time of the battle of 
Himera is scarce but reveals important insights into this phase.15 Evidence hints to a 
phase of crisis in many settlements at the beginning of the 5th century BC, probably 
connected to new political constellations after the battle of Himera. While many sites 
were abandoned, some settlements were frequented again in Hellenistic times. This 
crisis is attested also for Segesta, where the Archaic settlement contracted.16

Looking at Eryx, the city is located at an altitude of ca. 750 m on a ridge dominating 
the coastal plain occupied by Drepana to the north and, to the west, by the harbour 
of Bonagia which, in all likelihood, acted as the city’s port (Fig. 16.2). The history and 
the fortune of the city are strictly connected with its sanctuary. Historical sources 
often highlight the undisputed religious and political importance of the temple of 
Aphrodite, the richest in Sicily according to Polybius.17 The worship of Aphrodite of 
Eryx was also introduced in Carthage.18 Diodorus Siculus states that the eponymous 
hero Eryx built a temple dedicated to his mother Aphrodite in the highest sector of 
the city that he himself had founded. Furthermore, he recounts the construction of 

10  Anello 1998, 47; Cutroni Tusa 1999, 191–204.
11  Maddoli 1979, 79; Anello 1986, 135–136; Pugliese Carratelli 1989, 43–44; De Vido 1997, 268–271.
12  Cooney and Kolb 2007; Kistler et al. 2015.
13  De Angelis 2016.
14  Frederiksen et al. 2016.
15  Gargini 2001.
16  De Cesare et al. 1997; Vassallo 2000; Gargini 2001, 133.
17  Polyb. 1.55.7–8.
18  Ruiz Cabrero 2010; Lietz 2010; 2012.
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a wall by Daedalus.19 Most likely, the temple has to be located outside the city, con-
sidering a passage by Polybius, according to whom the temple was situated at the 
top of mount Eryx, while the city was on a lower level and difficult to access.20 This 
statement by the historian from Megalopolis can be confirmed, as we shall see, by 
the archaeological data collected during the new investigation into the city walls.

The written sources on the early history of Eryx are meagre. The city is mentioned 
in the passage on the expedition of Dorieus, son of the Spartan king, who tried to found 
the colony of Heraclea in western Sicily at the end of the 6th century BC.21 The literary 
and epigraphic evidence does not shed light on the foundation phase of Eryx. However, 
recent investigations of the city wall of Eryx, by the author, give insights into this 
19  Diod. Sic. 4.78.4; 4.83.1.
20  �Polyb. 1.55.8–9. Regarding the scarce archaeological evidence on the temple of Eryx see Cultrera 

1935; Barresi 2010; De Vincenzo 2010, 42–45.
21  Hdt. 5.42–48; Diod. Sic. 4.23.3; Paus. 16.4–5. See also De Vido 1989b.

Figure 16.2. Aerial view of Eryx. Plan of the remains of the Elymian-Punic (A) and medieval (B) city 
wall; C. Norman Castle/Venus Erycina Temple (© S. De Vincenzo).
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phase. One of the most signifi -
cant results of the stratigraphic 
investigation is the discovery 
of a settlement phase prior to 
the construction of the archaic 
city wall (Figs 16.3 and 16.4).22

This settlement has been doc-
umented in the sector between 
tower 4 and tower 11, which are 
located 200 m apart. Until now, 
the documentation of this area 
is still partial and does only 
allow for limited conclusions. 
The use of irregular limestone 
blocks of diff erent sizes, as well 
as rectangular rooms and struc-
tures with curvy walls, is not 
unlike contexts discovered in 
the excavation of the Elymian 
settlement on Monte Polizzo.23

The latter settlement was used 
mainly in the 6th century BC, 
while a phase of abandonment 
has been documented at the 
end of the century. This hiatus 
seems to be connected with a 
phase of synoikismos, which took 
place between the last quarter 
of the 6th and the fi rst quarter 
of the 5th century, from which 

emerged the largest Elymian cities.24 A hypothesis put forward by S. Vassallo explains 
the abandonment of the indigenous centres of western Sicily with the changed polit-
ical dynamics following the battle of Himera. In light of the investigation conducted 
at Monte Polizzo, the battle rather needs to be interpreted as a contributing factor, 
which in some way intensifi es a process already under way at the end of the 6th 
century, as shown by Sebastiano Tusa.25

It seems justifi ed to compare Eryx and Monte Polizzo, given the similar chronol-
ogy following pottery fi nds in these contexts, especially north of tower 11 and in 

22  De Vicenzo 2016, 138–139.
23  Morris and Tusa 2004.
24  Morris and Tusa 2004, 78–80, 90.
25  Vassallo 2000.

Figure 16.3.  Structures beneath tower 11 of the city walls of 
Eryx (© S. De Vincenzo).
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the structure south of tower 
8. The pottery is predomi-
nantly of local production, both 
unpainted and with geometric 
decorations, stemming from 
the same chronological frame-
work. In the early 5th century 
BC, thus slightly later than 
at Monte Polizzo, the settle-
ment of Eryx was abandoned. 
Afterward, the first phase of 
the city wall was built over this 
settlement.

The case of Eryx seems to be 
paradigmatic for the discourse 
on crisis as it off ers a vivid pic-
ture of the settlement processes 
affecting the indigenous set-
tlements of the most western 
parts of Sicily. On top of the 
layers of abandonment, which 
date from Late Archaic times, a 
new settlement emerges, most 
probably deriving from a syn-
oikismos. Therefore, the new 
settlement has a completely 
diff erent disposition, showing 
urban features of a polis and 
being defended by a city wall. 
The city walls not only have a 

defensive character, but also highlight a new concept of settlement. Unlike the sub-
sequent phase of Punic conquest of western Sicily, the fortifi cations of the Archaic 
age assume a sociocultural meaning of political identifi cation that is much more 
important than the meaning of fortifi cation.

The fi rst coinage from Eryx, dating back to the 5th century is particularly signif-
icant in relation to this new self-image.26 These early mints might give an indication 
regarding the fi rst formation of the settlement as a polis.27 This is also mirrored by 
an analysis carried out by D. Musti regarding attestations of the word polis in con-
nection to Eryx. Within the scope of the turmoil of the 6th century BC, there is no 
reference to a polis of Eryx, but its γῆ, χώρα and τόποι are mentioned. The term polis
26  De Vido 1989a, 355; Zodda 1989; more recently see Cutroni Tusa 2010, 63–64.
27  De Vido 1989a, 355; 1997, 388–391; Zodda 1989; Musti 1990; Cutroni Tusa 2010, 63–64.

Figure 16. 4. Structures beneath tower 11 of the city walls of 
Eryx (© S. De Vincenzo)
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is, however, used by Thucydides to characterise Eryx in his report on the Athenian 
embassy to Segesta in 416/5 BC. D. Musti proposed therefore that Eryx developed its 
status into being a Polis within the course of the 5th century.28 The chronology of the 
first coins, as well as the chronology of the first phase of the city wall, do however 
hint at a polis status already at the beginning or in the first half of the 5th century. 
Stratigraphic investigations into the city walls do speak in favour of this chronology. 
The walls are made of large limestone blocks which are normally longer than 2 m. 
The blocks are rough-hewn and thus do not appear regular, even though the rows of 
stones on the inner side have been laid out to resemble opus quadratum (Fig. 16.5).29 

The proposed chronology for the first phase of the city wall derives from pottery 
finds in the foundation layers of the first phase towers.30 Besides an Attic skyphos 
rim of the White Heron group datable to around 500 BC, some fragments of skyphoid 
cups from 490–480 have been found. The skyphos was found in the foundation layers 
of tower 9, the cup fragments within a context connected to the foundation layers of 
tower 8. The fragments establish an indicator for the phase of abandonment of the 
prior settlement, which is evidenced by structures beneath towers 4, 7, 8, and 11.31

28  Musti 1990, 156–159.
29  De Vincenzo 2016a, 41–44.
30  De Vincenzo 2016a, 134–135.
31  Blasetti Fantauzzi 2018, 17–18, 141–142.

Figure 16.5. Tower 2. First phase of the city wall (© S. De Vincenzo).



Salvatore De Vincenzo292

The construction of the first phase of the city wall of Eryx is thus paradigmatic 
for the reorganisation of the bigger Elymian settlements which takes place around 
the time of the battle of Himera.32 Like in Eryx, the whole Koinon of the Elymians 
and their cities now adhered to new urbanistic models. The city wall of Segesta, as 
documented by stratigraphic research, must have been built shortly before the one 
in Eryx between the end of the 6th and the beginning of the 5th century BC,33 a 
similar time frame has been established for the Late Archaic city walls of Entella.34 
With regard to the centres developed within the context of the wide synecistic phe-
nomenon, the role played by the sacred areas is fundamental, as demonstrated first 
of all by Segesta, which, with its sanctuary becomes a centre of power while taking 
on a role of political and cultural mediation.35

The city walls during the Punic and the Roman phase of Eryx
Looking at the political and military events in the history of Eryx in the 5th century 
BC and at the implications for its social and cultural development, Diodorus Siculus 
states that the city surrendered to Dionysius I of Syracuse in 397/396 during his 
advance into the Punic territories of western Sicily. According to Diodorus, they both 
feared the Syracusan army and hated the Carthaginians.36 In the following year, the 
city is definitively taken by the Carthaginians led by general Himilco.37 From this phase 
onward, Eryx begins its own Punic coinage marked by the legend ‘rk.38 An inscription, 
now lost, with a dedication to Astarte of Eryx, in which the Sufetes of Eryx are men-
tioned, also refers to the Punic phase of the city and demonstrates the adaptation of 
the settlement to Punic traditions and institutions.39

Besides Punic artifacts discovered in the necropolis of Piana delle Forche, a frag-
ment of a votive stele with a dedication to Tinnit and Baal Hammon, which can be 
dated from the 4th–3rd century BC, refers to this Punic period of the city. It was found 
in a trench on the north side of tower 1, excavated by A.M. Bisi in 1967.40 The stele 
seems to belong to the tophet of Carthage, following paleographic considerations.41

The second phase of the city wall in Eryx was built in Punic times. It is con-
structed in opus quadratum and is characterised by regular rectangular blocks of var-
ious dimensions, with lengths reaching ca. 1.5 m (Fig. 16.6). The chronology of the 
materials found in the foundation layers of the towers built in this phase seems to 

32  Vassallo 2000; Morris and Tusa 2004, 78–80, 90.
33  Favaro 2008, 28.
34  Gargini et al. 2006.
35  De Cesare 2015, 314–315.
36  Diod. Sic. 14.48.1.
37  Diod. Sic. 14.55.4.
38  Manfredi 1995, 214–215; 346–347; Garbini 2004, 31.
39  CIS I, 135; Amadasi Guzzo 1967, 53–55; Garbini 2004; Lietz 2012, 307–311.
40  Bisi 1971.
41  Lietz 2012, 70–71.
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fluctuate between the end of the 4th and the middle of the 3rd century BC.42 This is a 
particularly turbulent phase in the history of Sicily. It might be plausible to date this 
considerable rearrangement of the walls from the first half of the 3rd century, when 
it was necessary to reinforce the city walls because of the first Punic war. A passage 
of Diodorus Siculus is telling in this regard, as he describes the prominent role of Eryx 
in this conflict.43 An important event is the prior long and violent siege of Eryx by 
Pyhrrus in 277 BC, which ended in the capture of the town by the Epirote commander, 
who then offered sacrifices and games to the city.44 Following Plutarch and Diodor, 
the city had a strong defensive system at the time of the siege.45 The city probably 
suffered damages during the siege, which made repairs on the city walls necessary. 

This is documented archaeologically by sections in the city wall in opus quadratum. 
Punic letters, which were found exclusively on the square stone blocks of the opus 
quadratum, also hint in this direction.46 The letters are a clear indication of the Punic 
character of the repairs on the second phase city wall, thus showing the Punic identity 
of Eryx after the Carthaginian conquest of the city in the early 4th century BC. After 
this conquest, Eryx becomes a genuine Punic town, with Punic coinage, magistrates 
and gods, namely Astarte Erycina, whose cult is introduced in Carthage. The city plays 

42  De Vincenzo 2016a, 135.
43  Filippi 1998; 2006; Lietz 2012, 74–77.
44  Musti 1990, 168–170.
45  Plut. Vit. Pyrrh. 22.7–12; Diod. Sic. 22.10.3. See also De Vido 1994, 148.
46  Salinas 1882; Richter 1885, 43–51; Zirone 2003, 1358, 1374.

Figure 16.6. Tower 6. Second phase of the city wall (© S. De Vincenzo).
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a strategic part during this phase in two regards, politically and religiously.47 Thus, 
the passage of Diodorus Siculus is once again interesting, which states that in the first 
Punic war Hamilcar destroys Eryx, with the exception of the area close to the temple. 
The fort could not be left in the hands of the Romans. Hamilcar moved the population 
to Drepana, which had been fortified in the meantime. This is a clear sign of the Punic 
identity of Eryx’s population during this phase.48 By contrast, the other Elymian set-
tlements show a different development. Sites like Segesta, Iaitas, Entella and Halicyae 
became incorporated into the Punic eparchy, but do not show clear signs of a ‘punisa-
tion’.49 Their reaction to the Roman conquest during the First Punic War has probably 
been different from the behaviour displayed by Eryx precisely because of these develop-
ments. Segesta, having common mythological connections with Troy, went over to the 
Roman side immediately. A Punic garrison was stationed at Iaitas, but the inhabitants 
got rid of the Carthaginian soldiers and changed sides as well.50 In consequence, the 
population clearly did not have a Punic identity. Similar trends were observable during 
the conquest of Pyhrrus. The only city that resisted actively was Eryx, while Segesta, 
Halyciae, Entella and Iaitas opted for the Epirote conqueror. This shows that Carthage 
always had a stronger connection with Eryx than to the other Elymian settlements.51

The role of Eryx in the military conflicts during the First Punic War is well docu-
mented, as the city and its territory were an important theatre of the war. After the 
destruction of Eryx in 259 BC by Hamilcar and the resettlement of its inhabitants 
to Drepana between 249 and 241, in the final phase of the war, Eryx hosted a war of 
position between Roman and Carthaginian soldiers.52 In 249, during a critical phase of 
the war for the Romans, after Polybios the consul L. Iunius Pullo took the mountain 
of Eryx and installed two garrisons, one at the top and another at the foot of the 
hill, near the road to Drepana.53 The Romans were gathered at the Aegithallum, the 
modern Pizzo Argenteria, alongside the south-western slopes of the mountain. By a 
series of movements they controlled every route around the hill from the west and 
the south-west, laid siege to Drepana and held contact with the Roman troops near 
Lilybaeum. In 244 Hamilcar Barca retook the city and was able to place a Punic garrison 
between the two Roman ones. It was situated most likely on the Piano San Matteo and 
controlled the north-eastern part of the hill. Furthermore, the Carthaginians forti-
fied Drepana and controlled the access to Bonagia.54 The two sides remained in their 
position till the end of the war and Hamilcar was forced to surrender only because 
his troops were completely isolated after the Carthaginian fleet lost the battle of the 
Aegadian islands.55

47  Garbini 2004; De Vincenzo 2013, 73–74.
48  Diod. Sic. 23.9; Zon. 8.11.
49  De Vido et al. 2001; De Vido 2009.
50  Isler 1992; 2000.
51  Musti 1990, 168–170.
52  Diod. Sic. 23.8; Zonar. 8.11. See also Filippi 1998.
53  Polyb. 1.55.5–10.
54  Filippi 1998, 181–183.
55  Polyb. 3.9.7; 1.59.5.
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Historical sources on Eryx after the Roman conquest are again extremely scarce, 
making reference almost exclusively to events connected to the temple of Venus 
Erycina. Of special interest is the report of Cicero, who indicates an absence of a 
citizen body, which could have had a mediating role between the sanctuary and the 
governor Verrus, almost implying that the settlement was uninhabited at this stage. 
Another interesting fact is the attestation of the place name Erycus mons. The quaestor 
of Lilybaeum is also defined as quaestor … qui Erycum montem obtinebat.56

This situation continues in the imperial age, as evidenced in different documents, 
in both epigraphic and written sources, which present a compelling argument of a 
possible abandonment of the site in this period. Archaeological data supports this 
view further. Strabon reports that, in his era in the times of Augustus, the temple 
and the city of Erice were deserted, while, in Rome, there existed a temple near the 
Porta Collina which was supposedly similar to the temple in Erice.57 Tacitus, on the 
other hand, states that Segesta made a request to Emperor Tiberius to restore the 
temple, which had fallen into ruins by then. They aimed, once again, at the shared 
ancestral connections between emperor and their city, in order to achieve the res-
toration of the temple.58 A similar passage can be found in Suetonius’ Life of Claudius, 
who tried to restore the destroyed temple using the Roman state treasury.59 The 
small number of Punic, Greek and Roman inscriptions from Eryx in this period is a 
further testament to the abandonment of the city. The Late Republican inscriptions 
are either dedications to Venus or refer to the garrison of the sanctuary.60 The place 
name in Monte Eruco, which occurs in one of the inscriptions, and is attested in the 
speeches against Verres61 as well, is especially interesting, as it documents the loss 
of an urban centre at Eryx.

Thus, the city of Eryx ceased to exist after its inhabitants had been relocated to 
Drepana in the First Punic War. Roman pottery has likewise not been found during the 
stratigraphic investigations of the city walls. The oldest ancient pottery, discovered 
in the foundation layers of the late medieval phase, can, in fact, be dated back to the 
phase of abandonment in the 3rd century BC. From the excavation of the Norman 
castle in Eryx, the area of the temple of Venus Erycina, emerges a different picture. 
The Roman frequentation of this area, already noted in written and epigraphic sources, 
can be attested by artefacts from the Late Republican to Early Imperial periods.62

The excavations at the city wall also allowed for a diachronic reconstruction of 
the city’s topographic development. The excavation showed that the towers south of 
tower 11 did not show ancient structures of the first and second building phase and 
were made of smaller modules. The southernmost sector of the city wall, starting 
56  Cic. Verr. 2.2.22.
57  Strab. 6.2.5.
58  Tac. Ann. 4.43. See also Rizzo 1990; De Vincenzo 2018b.
59  Suet. Claud. 25.5.
60  Bisi 1969, 41–43; Grotta 2009; Oliveri 2009; Rizzo 2009, 401; Famà 2010, 57–58; Lietz 2012, 307–322.
61  CIL X 7258. See also De Vido 1989a, 354.
62  De Vincenzo 2018a, 70–76.
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from tower 12, has been built in a third constructive phase at the beginning of the 
15th century. Thus, the city has been extended southwards in late medieval times.63 
This hypothesis is strengthened by a small southern sector of the city wall of the first 
building phase and by an anomaly in the urban grid of medieval Eryx. In addition, 
a late 19th century picture shows the Piazza Umberto I in Erice with a tower in its 
north-eastern corner, which belongs to the ancient city wall. Today, the tower has 
been knocked down and is no longer visible.

In light of these discoveries, one can postulate a city area of roughly 9 hectares 
and a perimeter of 1220  m in Elymian and Punic times. The ancient city is hence 
much smaller than the modern settlement and was extended toward the south in late 
medieval times. Ancient Eryx must have developed on the northernmost side of the 
mountain’s summit, facing the harbour of Bonagia and the Elymian inland territo-
ries, but also remained open for contacts with the Punic cities, in particular, Motya. 
Furthermore, the identification of the northern limit of the settlement confirms the 
hypothesis of a suburban location of the temple of Venus Erycina. This reconstruc-
tion would help clarify the texts passages by Polybius relating to the events of the 
First Punic War. The historian claims that the temple was located at the top of Mount 
Eryx, while the town was situated on a lower area and difficult to access64. In another 
passage, he states that after the Roman conquest of Eryx in 244 BC, the Carthaginians 
reconquered the town, but the Romans left a garrison on top of the mountain.65 This 
can only be explained if the temple was located outside the town.

Conclusion
Looking at the evidence from the excavation of the city walls of Eryx, it has become 
clear that this city is an important case study to understand numerous political and mil-
itary phenomena, which have affected western Sicily and the western Mediterranean 
from Archaic times onward. The walls of Eryx, built upon the Late Archaic settlement, 
constitute an evident turning point. Evidently, they also present a new urban identity 
of the Late Archaic Elymian city. Moreover, the analysis of building techniques, the 
diachronic reconstruction of building phases, while taking into account polyorcetic 
aspects and topographic developments, lead not only to the clarification of political 
and military developments, but they also provide insights into the sociocultural 
background of Mediterranean matrix, in which Eryx took part until at least the Late 
Republican period.

63  De Vincenzo 2015, 112–113; 2016b; Blasetti Fantauzzi and De Vincenzo 2012, 17–18.
64  Polyb. 1.55.8–9.
65  Polyb. 1.58.2–4.
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