
        

      

         

 

       

       

        

         

     

      

        

         

        

 

        

          

          

           

         

          

      

 

          

     

       

        

        

         

        

 

        

 

       

       

          

 

         

    z     Fig. 2. Aerial view of the Western sector of the Monte Abatone necropolis.  

New Excavations at the Monte  
Abatone Necropolis, Cerveteri  
by M. Bentz, A. Coen, F. Gilotta, M. Micozzi 

The months of September 2018 and 2019 saw the 
first excavation campaigns at the Monte Abatone 
necropolis, south of the plateau of the ancient city of 
Caere. The work was carried out as part of a joint proj-

ect by the Universities of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli,” 
Tuscia and Bonn, along with the Superintendency for 
Archaeology, Fine Arts and Landscape for the metro-

politan area of Rome, the province of Viterbo and 
Southern Etruria (Fig.1). 

The investigations involved an area of 60 sq. m. in 
the western sector of the necropolis (Fig. 2), near the 
Tumulo Campana, where both the archaeological 
prospecting carried out by S. Piro (CNR, ITABC) and 
the IGM frames and satellite images show the presence 
of tombs unidentified during the investigations per-

formed on the plateau by the Lerici Foundation between 
1956 and 1961. 

During the new excavations, tombs # 73 and 83, dis-

covered by the Lerici excavation, were again brought to 
light, and five new ones were identified and numbered, 
according to the Lerici numeration, from # 642 to 646 
(Fig. 3). More importantly, however, for the first time 
the area outside the tombs was investigated, the mounds 
and dromoi of the chamber tombs, as well as shaft tombs 
and quarry areas were uncovered. For the first time, too, 
for a restricted area, it is possible to reconstruct the an-

cient funerary landscape of the necropolis, with exam-

ples of all the tomb typologies in use at Caere between 
the end of the 8th and first half of the 6th centuries 
B.C.E. 

Tomb #83 (Fig. 3), at the center of the investigated 
area, is of the “semi-constructed” type; dating from the 
Early Orientalizing period, it is among the most ancient 
in the necropolis. The excavation made it possible to 
complete the rather summary Lerici plan, both with re-

gard to internal space, and the presence of a mound of 
more than 12 metres, with a wide dromos, forming a sort 
of wider access space to the tomb. 

To the same architectural typology belongs tomb 
#645 (Figs. 3-5), on the south-west boundary of the ex-

cavation, including a mound of little more than 10 m. in 
diameter. Inside are two beds of different length united 
by a bench on the entrance side. The materials probably 
belonged to one (or two) female depositions of the late 
Orientalizing period; these include several Corinthian 
and Etrusco-Corinthian unguentaria, buccheri and sev-

eral instruments for weaving (six spools, five spindle 
whorls), as well as objects of personal adornment, in-

cluding four glass-paste pearls, fibulae and one brooch. 

Towards the northern sector of the dig, a smaller 

Fig. 3. Five new tombs (#642-646) and two tombs 
excavated by Lerici Foundation (#73, 83.) 

Fig. 4. Martin Bent , front right (University of 
Bonn) with some colleagues. 
mound (little more than 9 m. in diameter) covers tomb 
#73 (Fig. 3), with a hypogeal chamber (Prayon B2 type), 
datable between the second quarter and the middle of 
the 7th century. In the upper part of the mound, acces-

sible by a ramp diametrically opposite the entrance, was 
discovered the small shaft tomb #643 (0.90 x 0.40 m.) 
(Fig. 6), probably belonging to a little girl. The grave 
goods include products imported from Corinth that date 
the deposition to shortly after the mid-7th c., and bear 
witness to the rank of the deceased child. 

Immediately to the south-west of #73, shaft tomb 
#644 (Fig. 3) was identified with its small entrance. The 
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Fig. 5. Tomb #645.  

numerous highly fragmentary and scattered materials 
discovered indicate a late Orientalizing deposition. An-

other shaft tomb, #646, came to light in the southern-

most area of the excavation (Fig. 3). 
Finally, the last hypogeal tomb, #642, of the area 

investigated (Figs. 3, 7) dates to between the end of the 
7th and beginning of the 6th c.; this tomb was not exca-

vated by the Lerici Foundation. Its mound is bigger 
(diam. ca. 14.50 m) and its layout largely matches 
Prayon type C2, with two coaxial and two lateral cham-

bers giving on to the dromos; the central chamber is pro-

vided with a transversal columen, an element customary 
in subsequent tombs of similar typology with a “real” 
atrium. The remains of the grave goods, conspicuous 
in spite of probably repeated violations by grave rob-

bers, allow them to be given a chronological range from 
the end of the 7th to the first half of the 6th c. (SOS am-

phora, Ionian cups, Ionian bucchero alabastron, 
Corinthian and Etrusco-corinthian oinochoe and 
unguentaria, olla and pithos in Caeretan red impasto 
with metope decoration, a considerable set of bucchero 
vases). 

Only after restoration and complete study of the ma-

terials can any analysis be fine-tuned to provide the 
chronological relations among the tombs. Even at this 
stage of analysis, however, we can certainly say that the 
possibility of evaluating for the first time the various ex-

ternal types of architecture and the physical relationship 
of these tombs has totally changed our perception of the 
Monte Abatone necropolis. 

The development model that can be inferred from 
the excavation is very close to Linington’s hypothesis 
on the Orientalizing phases of the Laghetto. In this case, 
too, the space between the more ancient semi-con-

structed tombs is used for the first hypogeal chamber 
tombs, which often, like tomb #73, have smaller and ir-

regularly shaped mounds so as to respect pre-existing 

Fig. 7.  Tomb #642. 
ones. Amongst the chamber tombs, lastly, shaft tombs 
have been dug, frequently destined for infants. Only at 
the end of the 7th c., when the space between the oldest 
mounds had all been utilized, does there appear to be a 
trend to expand towards the still-free surrounding area, 
and to construct funerary monuments, often with an ori-

entation that differs from the previous ones, and no 
longer characterized solely by astronomical bearings. 

In short, developments were continuous, with con-

stant renewal but without any actual interruption or shift 
either topographically or chronologically. This would 
suggest uninterrupted management of the area by the 
same group, probably a social-family group that system-

atically continued to occupy a well-defined space, 
within which they even found construction material for 
the tombs, as shown by the numerous quarry areas un-

covered by the excavation. 

This aspect will naturally be verified at Monte Aba-

tone in continuing the research, albeit, as we may imag-

ine, with great difficulty in view of the available 
documentation and the impossibility of any extensive 
rechecking of the excavation area, but with the hope that 
these new acquisitions can guide us in a new way of re-

reading the whole context. 

Fig. 6. Tomb #643.  

For further reading: 
A. Coen, F. Gilotta, M. Micozzi, Continuità e disconti-

nuità delle aristocrazie a Cerveteri in età orienta-

lizzante. La documentazione della necropoli di 
Monte Abatone, in Annali Faina 27, 2020, pp. 655-

678. 
M. Bentz, A. Coen, F. Gilotta, M. Micozzi, I nuovi scavi 

nella necropoli di Monte Abatone - Cerveteri, in Gli 
Etruschi e gli altri popoli dell’Italia centrale tra sto-

ria, cultura mate riale e modelli di auto rappresen-

tazione. Scritti in onore di Gilda Bartoloni in 
occasione del suo 75° compleanno (Mediterranea 
suppl.), in print 

D. Beck, M. Bentz, F. Birkner, Ch. Briesack, V. Ca rafa, 
A. Coen, F. Galiffa, F. Gilotta, L. Lucchetti, M. Mi-

cozzi, C. Rizzo, Die Monte Abatone - Nekropole von 
Cerveteri, Vorbericht zur Grabungskampagne 2019, 
in Kuba, in print. 

Fig. 1. Excavation team 2019. Leaders Marina Mico i (University of Tuscia), pink shirt. To her left,  
Alessandra Coen and further left, Ferdinando Gilotta (both Università della Campania). (See * below).  
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